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24 Talvin Singh 

Talvin Singh — percussionist producer, club runner, collaborator with Bjbrk, Sun Ra and 
FSOL — IS on a mission: to ease the passage of black and Asian music into the wide world of 
global pop. By Rob Young 


32 Test Department 

Once the epitome of metal-beating, post-punk Industrial culture, are Test Department now 
getting loeas aoove tneir station’ By Paul Stump 


36 Frank Zappa’s The Yellow Shark 

Ben Watson tells the story of Frank Zappa’s 20 year battle to get his classical scores 
performed by hostile symphony orchestras, and how he found soulmates in Germany’s 
Ensemble flodern 


40 Invisible Jukebox: Goldie 

Julie Taraska discusses 4 Hero, King Tubby, Public Enemy and more with Jungle’s Lion King 
































































































letters 


Write to: Letters. The Wire. 45-46 Poland Street, London WIV 3DF, 
or fax: 0171 287 4767, or e-mail: the_wire@ukonme.co.uk 
Every letter published wins a FREE CD 






Selected highlights of the month’s live events, 
happenings, club spaces and broadcasts 
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A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month ,. 

























PROTECT CHILDREN; DON’T MAKE 

Chief Medical 
5 mg Tar 





THEM BREATHE YOUR SMOKE 


Officers’ Warning 
0.5 mg Nicotine 
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Exotic Easy Listening, analogue Techno, martial arts fOms, Bollywood soundtracks, Tex Avery 
cartoons, cult TV, New York Improv — David Shea samples the lot. Report by Clive Bell 
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Of all the groups lumped together under the Krautrock banner, _ 

Amon Diiiil n was the most psychedelic, the most cosmic, the most out‘-^~ 
control. Edwin Pouncey went to Munich to meet the group's surviving _ _ 
membeis: there he heard a tale of 60s hippy communes, internecine warf^^^- 
drug-fuelled counterculture nights, and strange encounters with Can, Jinii 
Hendrix and the Baader-Meinhof gang 
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U The normal citizen looked at 
us and saw a mixture of gangster, 
hippy, criminal and ape J J 






U I went to our room and found someone 


















































UNLEASHES THE POWER 
OF TOTAL HARDCORE i 



BUSTIN’ HEADS NOW: 


ILTRAViUlENIfE 


PSYCHO DRAMA 


•NCIANI DMIIEIPVINYI 


•LTRAViUlERei 


“10,000 NAGASAKIS IN YOUR HEAO! 


THERE IS NO LOVE IN THIS HOUSE! 


DISTURRING MUSIC THAT CARRIES FEAR AND CLAUSTROPHOBIA, 
BEFORE TAKING OFF INTO THE REALMS OF BPM... 

WHAT ELSE DO YOU EXPECT FROM THE TARANTINO OF TECHNO? 


AND COMING AT YA IN I 


EHE HARDEST COMPIL/i|g^P^R RELEASED 
rCD PACKAGE INCLUDING LIVE CKLMiW«;FT 


COMPILEI^BY LENNY Qj| 

MNDUSTRlAFllCKING STJ 
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YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED... 



Talvin Singh — -virtuoso percussionist, producer, club organiser and musical live wire — is a 
crucial contributor to the passage of black and Asian music into the wide world of global pop. 
Rob Young speaks to him about his collaborations with Bjork, Sun Ra and On-U Sound, and 
hears a -vision of the future sound of India 
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Tuesday 5th March 1S967.30|iin 
Symphony Hall Birminghani 


Miles Davis 

+Gil Evans 


amis Irii: Miles AhesO 8 SketcOes el Spain 


The londanSialuieita with iiesisoloisis: 
Guy Barker and Lew Selell Trenpets, 
Toieiey Sieitli Saiephene and trio 


Box Office 

0121-2123333 
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For three decades, Evan Parker’s mission has been to boldly go where no other musician has 
gone before. Now he's exploring music's outer limits with a new generation of musicians half 
his age. Interview by Rob Young 
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With their metallic drum orchestras and colossal live shows, Test Department were once 
hailed as the essence of post-punk Industrial culture. So why does their new record sound like 
a Prog concept album? Interview by Paul Stump 
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It’s a wired world 

Our February offer: bag a rare tribute to one of the 70s’ most 
enigmatic groups, plus a year’s supply of The Wire for just £25 



and many more! 

Whore: Various Artists Play Wire 

Whore is a brilliant and idiosyncratic tribute album to Wire, the group which combined punk 
energy with arthouse obliqueness, featuring 2 1 artists drawn from the cutting edges of out 
rock and Electronica. And it's yours FREE when you subscribe to The Wire. NB: This is a limited 
offer—subscribe by Ming in the form below NOW! 


Special Offer for US Readers To celebrate the lOth Annual SXSW Music and Media Conference 
(13-17 March 1996), we are offering a special discount to US subscribers. Subscribe before 31 March at the 
introductory rate of $40 — saving 40% on the newsstand price, plus free delivery! This is a strictly limited offer—to 
qualify please return the form below with payment (US$ cheque or credit card) marking your order 'SXSW Offer' 



Amex □ Visa/Delta J Switch □ 

Expiry date / Issue No. (Switch only) 
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For Frank Zappa, the interface of rock and classical music was a battleground: for 20 years, 
his attempts to get his classical compositions performed were thwarted by the sneering 
attitudes of the world's symphony orchestras. Then he met Germany's Ensemble Modem, 
Ben Watson picks up the story 



explained, “This Experimental Reorientation Facility is t 
brown fiddles and little horns, give ther 

will enter the military, some will learn shorthand, and some wlll_di^pear I 
of the night on a special tram they’re sending in. It’s the only vv&y;-^lly, t 
' the Orchestra Question.’ • 

Zappa's compositions - an unprecedent^ mix of 6Qs hapftini 
'arese Hollywoo^astlche - were ^ued next to heavy roc 
lonal ear that took'fte abstract limbral densities of both equall 























Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 


charts 
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Under the hammer: February’s selected CDs and albums 


In this month’s 
reviewsection: 

Ascension, Borah 
Bergman and friends, 
The Brotherhood, Earle 
Brown, Harold Budd & 
Hector Zazou, John 
Cage, Nick Cave, CTl, 
Abdoulaye Diabate, 

Em:t 5595, Faust, Morton 
Feldman, Celia Green, 
CM Von Hausswolff, 
Jacob's Optical Stairway 
Steve Jolliffe, Lambohop, 
Lilith, Mira, Neu!, Yoko 
Ono, People Like Us, 
Andrew Poppy Prince 
Far-I, Ragga Jungle 
Anthems, Lou Reed, 
Steve Reich, Rev¬ 
olutionary Generation, 
Amira Saqati, M&rta 
Sebestyen, Spacemen 
3, Spectre, Spontaneous 
Music Ensemble, Still 
Smokin', L Subra- 
maniam, Tbngerme 
Dream, True People, 
Tokyo Flashbacks 4, Ui, 
Christian Wolff, Young 
Farmers Claim Future, 
John Zom, plus new jazz 
CDs in brief 



Ascension’s Stefan Jaworzyn is one of 
the few London guitarists to have 


somersaulted them into a music the 

On "A* (no titles here) his twang — a 
mix of loot Horn Rollo, Vic Fleck, Craig 
Scanlon and 50s flying saucer — is 

simultaneously arty (Pans existential) 

expose his patent metal, a complex two- 
way playoff. Though not as pure a 
showcase for his unique sound as "A*, it 
gets further in the end, and the closing 

Drummer Tony Irving is all low 
rumbles, bad reverb, earthquakes, 
thuggish thuds, with a stop-listen-start 
wit rare in a Mekquake-s^le behemoth. 
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mm.amblsonic 

The debut realease from ambisonic 
out 29th January 1996 on Nation Records 
To Listen Before You Buy Call; 0891 561 988 


23 February 96: 

rZOVIET* FRANCE: WITH EVAN PARKER 

+ David Shea 


I March 96: 

Stock, Hausen & Walkman with Xper.Xr 
+ Ben Neill & DJ Spooky 


8 March 96: 

Main with Max Eastley & Eddie Prevost 
+ Martin Tetreault 
+ negativland’s Crosley Bendix 
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The Cauld Blast 
Orchestra 
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the cinema of the mind 
art & the end point 
the hauls ~ tantric 
musicians of bengal 
just some of the 18 lectures at 

Music & 
the Psyche 

feb 23/24 city university 
to enquire or book 

0181 444 1110 













































• 4 New music books — read, raved about, routed 

P™Wi 








































Colossal! 

Four jazz Masters deliver four mighty new albums 















